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Work on Formation of a Chinese
International Group of Universities

Background

At a recent meeting in August, 2014 in GIME, DUFE attended by the MoE a group of 10
Chinese Universities agreed to form a partnership. The reason for the meeting was to establish
an alliance whereby the outcome is for the group to achieve a strong image for that group. The
image in the long term is planned to mirror that of the ‘Ivy League’ or ‘Russell Group’ of
Universities.

The Russell Group

The Russell Group was set up in the Russell hotel where the group of vice-chancellors met in
1994. It now represents 24 UK Universities which are committed to maintaining the very best
in research, teaching and learning and forging links with the business sector.

Russell Group universities play a major role in the intellectual, cultural and economic life of
the UK and have an international reputation for the high quality of their research and teaching.
In an increasingly global higher education market, they attract the very best academics and
students from around the world, as well as investment from multinational, research intensive
businesses.

lvy League Group

The lvy League is the name generally applied to eight private institutions of higher education
in the Northeastern United States. The Ivy League universities are also called the ‘Ancient
Eight’ or simply the Lvies. This term refers to eight schools known as Brown, Columbia,
Cornell, Dartmouth, Harvard, Pennsylvania, Princeton, and Yale that over the years have had
common interests in scholarships as well as in athletics. It also has connotations of academic

excellence, selectively in admissions, and social elitism.

24



PINEIEDF N KIKE S E IR

Recognition of the Chinese group

The new group of Chinese universities will require a name to identify it from other groups.

There does not seem to be a geographical or other benefit for the name so a new title has to be

agreed upon. In the short term a working name could be LEAD Group which stands for:

Learning, Education and Development Group.

The objectives of the new group would be:

To work in partnership to improve learning, education practices and the development
of the member universities in research, administration, ability to win awards etc.;
Teaching practice is to be developed to the highest quality international standards in
each of the institutions - there can training programmes and peer assessments between
universities and within. The emphasis will be on the assurance all staff are qualified to
teach in higher education;

Students development is broader than academic classes with an emphasis on extra
curriculum activity and sports - in order to build a stronger Chinese culture and
maximize student life chances;

To develop and carry out world - learning research and collaborate on ways to achieve
this;

To recruit and retain the top academics and tutors due to the image of the group as a
whole.

Benefit of this approach

1. Graduates will be more sought after by employers and for further higher education;
2. It will be easier to recruit and retain well qualified staff and researchers;
3. It will be easier to recruit the better qualified student;
4. It will be easier to obtain grants and awards;
5. By collaboration the group can improve individually in order to achieve a higher status
and ranking.
The way forward

It is proposed a meeting be held to discuss the terms of reference of the new group and related

matters in developing the group.
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